PHYSICS HAPPENINGS #35 


B. Frank and Luc Macot attended the "Statistical Physics at the 45th 
Parallel meeting at Clarkson University, on November 4, 1989. The 
latter gave a talk entitled "Two Effects of a Refractory Period ona 
Cellular Automaton", while the former gave a talk entitled "New 
Stochastic Method for a Critical Exponent Calculation". 


On November 11, 1989, a Liaison visit of Physics, represented by Dr. 
N. Eddy, was made to Dawson College, Mother House (Atwater Campus). 


The Physics exhibit at the Stewart Hall Science Exhibition in Pointe 
Claire, November 11 and 12 (10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) was a great 
success this year. Between 2500 and 3000 people passed through. They 
enjoyed our negative ion generator which made their hair stand on 
end, our tesla coil which illuminated gas tubes from a distance and 
sent high-frequency sparks through human bodies, and our geometric 
pattern generator which uses a circuit with complex phase shifts to 
project turning, three-dimensional patterns onto an oscilloscope. 
Many thanks to Mustafa Showleh, our indefatigable technician par 
excellence, and undergraduate students John Costa, Fiona Drummond 
and Horatio Patrocinio. 


On November 13, Dr. G. Denes, Research Fellow, Chemistry Department 
of Concordia University gave us a seminar on the topic “The Fluorite 
Structural Type: Influence of Divalent Tin Lone Pair on Structural 
Distortions and Superionic Conductivity. 


On November 13, the screen in H-839 was raised about a foot, giving 
us more board space and better transparency viewing. Thanks, 
Mustafa. 


The annual Graduate Party was held in H-839, Friday 17 November. It 
was attended by Graduate Students, Faculty & Staff, Dr. C. Bertrand 
(Dean, Faculty of Arts & Science), Dr. M. E. Szabo (Dean, Graduate 
Studies) and invitees who are closely associated with the Physics 
Department. Our new GPD, Dr. D. E. Charlton, welcomed all of our 
guests. Many thanks to Gloria, Lynn, and Ufuk who spent many hours 
organizing this very successful party. 


On November 20, 1989 Professor Mohammed Chaker of INRS-ENERGIES, 
Varennes, P.Q. and Mr. Michel Paquette, Co-op student spoke to 
faculty and students on the topic "X-ray Lithography Using Laser 
Plasma Sources". 


On November 20, Dean Bertrand visited the department, giving us an 
opportunity to voice our concerns. We appreciate this openness and 
look forward to another visit in the near future. 


